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Introducti
Harappan civilization was discovered in 1920-22 when two of its most
important sites were excavated. These were Harappa on the banks of the river
Ravi and Mohenjo-Daro on the banks of the Indus. The first was excavated by
D. R. Sahani and the second by R.D. Bannerji. On the basis of the
archaeological findings the Harappan civilization has been dated between
2600 B.C-1900 BC and is one of the oldest civilizations of the world. It is also
sometimes referred to as the Indus Valley civilization’ because in the
beginning majority of its settlements discovered were in and around the plains
of the river Indus and its tributaries. But today it is termed as the Harappan
civilization because Harappa was the first site, which brought to light the
presence of this civilization. Besides, recent archaeological findings indicate
that this civilization was spread much beyond the Indus Valley. Therefore, it is
better it is called as the Harappan civilization. It is the first urban culture of
India and is contemporaneous with other ancient civilizations of the world
such as those of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Our knowledge of the life and

culture of the Harappan people is based only on the archaeological
excavations as the script of that period has not been deciphered so far




( re. The Brunten Brothers were assigned the cha: "
of its construction. The line was to be laid through the
Indus valley. Though the brothers, who were engineers,
toiled hard with the labourers, they could not fix the
railway track in the loose soil. The construction came toa
standstill. Then the engineers noticed some burnt bricks
nearby. They were hard and suitable for laying the track,

Vithout wasting any time, they paved those bricks a
laid the line.



% It was R D Banerji, who led the excavations in
Mohenjodaro in the present Pakistan.

SirJohn Marshall

Daya Ram Sahni

R D Banerji
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’Iﬁe (Pasﬁ Cpatz .S'eal.'

C. 2500-2400 B
| *Place of Origin: Mohenjodaro
| *This seal with buffalo-horned figure almost

unanimously identified as Shiva in his form as
Pashupati, Lord of animals =

*He has been portrayed as seated cross- &
legged, that is, in Yogic ‘padmasana’, and
wide-armed.

* The arms of the image pointing towards
the earth, the Yogic nature of the wide -
lapped stance and the curved horns

*Natural enemies, wild and virile animals,
buffalo, leaping tiger, rhinoceros and elephant
all amicably surround the figure. |



Some Specimen Of
ART & CRAFT
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A Deeper Look, Into ”
The Harappan (Civilization




ited 13’0 kilometers south of Mohenjo-
was inhabited between 4000 and

city was investigated
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The Humped Bull Seal

*The rarity of humped bull seals is
curious because the humped bull is a
recurring theme in many of the ritual
and decorative arts of the Indus region
appearing on painted potteryand as
figurines long before the rise of cities |
and continuing on into later historical }

times.
*The humped bull bull may symbollze

the leader of the herd, whose strength
and virility protects the herd and |
ensures the procreation of the species b
or it stands for a sacrificial animal. '
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sea[s sliow tﬁe cu[ture and' cmlizatwn qf tﬁe I nd'
Valley people. In particular, they indicate

- * Dresses, ornaments, hair-styles of people.
-+ Skill of artists and sculptors.

s! * Trade contacts and commercial relations.
~ + Religious beliefs.
* Script.
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aenttsts cannot make assumpubns hat - i
.‘ However in t}us case, 1t
appears that the
tand the 1ncrea:~:mgl¥l large amount of culture contact brought

to the human population.

1 were probably transmitted across
an interaction sphere that spanne
‘-"As the environment changed, the
| When you combine that with socnal
_.cha es and this particular cultural context, it all worked
_togg er to create a situation that became untenable Dr Schug
‘Sal ‘
‘-'Dr Schug and her colleagues examined '

PN

from three
bunal areas at the city of Harappa. Their findings counter

longstanding claims that the Harappan civilization developed as ,

‘without social differentiation, hierarchy, or dlfferences in access
to basic resources.
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Indus valley civilization = Harappa




%*  Neither the labourers nor the engineers realised
that those burnt bricks were the remains of a
great civilization that existed centuries back.

»  Later, when Sir John Marshall was the director
of the Archaeological Survey of India, an
excavation was undertaken in 1921.

» It revealed that the bricks were the ruins of a

great civilization.
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* The excavations revealed that a civilization had
existed in the valleys of the river Indus and its.
Hence, this civilization came to be known as the
Indus valley civilization.

 The ﬁrst excavatlon was conducted n Harappa

in the present Pakistan. It was led by Daya Ram
Sahni.

% Since the first evidence for the Indus valley

C1V1hzat10n was obtained from Harappa, this

'atlon 1s also known as the Harappan




« In Mohenjodaro a great tank, called the Great Bath, was
discovered. It isan evidence for the architectural skill
of the people of that period.

*» Granaries are significant among the ruins discovered
from Harappa,

The Great Hath

he ruine of the granary



« In Kalibangan in Rajasthan farming was done by
ploughing the land. The figures of ploughs made of clay
were discovered from here.

“ In addition to agriculture, animal husbandry also
existed.

< The figures of rhinoceros and elephants made of clay
have also been found.

Clay plough

- Cuy Ngures of animas







